0

girl scouts
of central maryland

GUIDE TO COUNCIL
PROPERTIES

Girl Scouts of Central Maryland
4806 Seton Drive

Baltimore, MD 21215-3247

T 410.358.9711 or 800.492.2521

F 410.358.9918
www. gscm. org
07-147
06/11






WELCOME TO GSCM CAMPS

Outdoor education and environmental awareness is a key component of learning for girls. Camping is a great way to
build new skills, get a sense of community, and develop a deep appreciation for nature. Whether you go fora day, a
week or longer, Girl Scout camping gives you an opportunity to grow, explore, and have fun—always under the guidance
of caring, trained adults. Every girl should have a chance to camp! Girl Scouts have enjoyed the experience and adven-
ture of camping in the great outdoors since 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low, founder of Girl Scouts, began her first
troop. Camping is a unique part of the Girl Scout experience, and a hallmark that sets us apart from many other youth
programs. In addition to learning camping skills, girls have the opportunity to develop leadership skills, make new
friends, learn a sense of responsibility and develop competencies and life skills which will last into their adulthood.
Camping fosters very special memories for girls and adults which lasts a lifetime!

We are guests in the natural environment. We come to make observations and discoveries and learn about the world
around us. As stewards of natural resources, it is our responsibility to preserve the beauty of our camps and leave
them better than we found them. After all, Girl Scouts always leave a place better than they found it!

Girl Scouts of Central Maryland owns four camp properties. Camp Conowingo, located in Cecil County is 600 acres of
forests and meadows and is also the site of our summer Resident Camp program. During the year girls enjoy Day Camp
and Troop Camping options along with swimming and high adventure options such as our high and low ropes challenge
course. Camp llchester, the home of the Clementine Peterson Activity Center, is located in Howard County and of-
fers options such as overnight sleeping in a lodge, a large field and pavilion along with a amphitheatre and a nature trail.
Girls enjoy a variety of program options at this location including Day Camp programs throughout the summer. Camp
Whippoorwill, our oldest facility, is located on the Magothy River in Anne Arundel County. This facility offers Day Camp
programs for girls, a boathouse and pier for waterfront program opportunities along with a variety of sleeping accom-
modations for Troop Camping. Camp Woodlands is also located in Anne Arundel County on Broad Creek. Each of
these sites can be utilized for Troop Camping, outdoor programs, hiking, cookouts, and any other outdoor adventure
girls can dream of. Information on each of these camps can be found in this publication.

Please review this publication, you will find information for each camp and its facilities, maps of each camp and how to
register for a campsite. Specific information on contacts and procedures for the camp you choose will be sent to you
with your registration confirmation.

In addition to Troop Camping, Resident and Day camping options our sites are utilized for various outdoor program
education opportunities. Visit our web site, www.gscm.org, for the options available all year long or contact the Program
Registrar at 410.358.9711, extension 238 for more information.

Our properties are primarily utilized on weekends and are available for use by Girl Scouts during the week for meetings
and events. In addition we offer our facilities to individuals and businesses for parties, weddings, business or family
retreats, seminars, birthday parties and much more! For more information contact the Senior Director of Capital Con-
struction & Property Services at 410.358.9711, extension 233.

Enjoy your camping adventure!



As a leader/advisor, you are expected to help your girls decide on activities and with them do the planning to
carry out the activities they select. Deciding to go camping or spending the day in the out-of-doors is one of

GUIDELINES FOR USE OF

GSCM PROPERTIES

the unique experiences found in the Girl Scout program.

To plan your trip:
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Read the Guide to Council Properties carefully, paying special attention to the application deadlines.

Ensure that an adult accompanying the troop has taken Let’s Go Camping or its equivalent and that
an adult accompanying the troop has current first aid and CPR certification (not the same individ-
ual).

Complete fully and submit the Request for Use of Council-Owned Site form (07-118).
With your troop, identify activities for the weekend.

Review Volunteer Essentials with attention to the check points for the activities your troop has
planned and to ensure proper adult to girl ratios.

Plan meals including budget, shopping and safe food storage. Not all sites have refrigeration.
Upon confirmation of your reservation, complete and submit the Trip Application Packet (04-828).

Develop driving directions to the campsite.

Provide information for parents: permission slip, pertinent information on camp, unit/ building name,
emergency contact person, arrival/departure dates and times and personal gear required.

Provide information for emergency contact person: same as in #7 with the addition of the Camp
Ranger’s name, phone number, number of camp pay phone (if applicable) and travel directions.

Plan for the weather.

Identify any special skills needed for the event.

Identify needed equipment and who is responsible for bringing it. Individual camping equipment and
valuables should be labeled with name and troop number whenever possible. Camp Rangers do not
have equipment for you to borrow.

Review with your campers (both girls and adults):

1. Relevant materials from Let’s Go Camping,
including appropriate clothing and equipment.

2. Emergency plans (information is provided in your con-
firmation packet). Practice these plans when you arrive
atcamp.

3. Pertinentinformation about prevention of Lyme dis-
ease (provided with your confirmation packet).

4. Campsiterules and etiquette.




Before leaving for the camp, review with drivers:

1. Parking rules and camp etiquette.
2. Driver’s packet which should contain a sealed envelope containing girls’ health
histories and permission slips (to be opened only if needed) plus directions to the campsite.

Visitors: Troops may have visitors to their site during their camping trip. If you have more than a few visitors,
please be sure to contact the Camp Ranger. If you are having special guests, please inform the Camp Ranger in
advance to ensure that they are directed to the appropriate area of the camp upon arrival.

Men in Camp: Men are welcome at Girl Scouts of Central Maryland camp sites, However these guidelines
must be followed:

Men do not sleep in the same tent or room with girls. During family or “He and Me” events (in which
girls share sleeping accommodations with males), ensure the details are clearly explained in parent/
guardian permission slip.

Separate latrine/restroom arrangements must be made.
Men should be introduced to the Camp Ranger and to people in nearby units.

Sleeping Arrangements: Separate sleeping and bathroom facilities are provided for adult males.
Ensure the following:

Each participant has her own bed. Parent/guardian permission must be obtained if girls are to share a
bed.

Adults and girls never share a bed.

Itis not mandatory that an adult sleep in the sleeping area (tent, cabin, or designated area) with the
girls. If an adult female does share the sleeping area, there should always be two unrelated adult
females present.

Program Activities: GSCM provides many outdoor program options at our camps. Refer to GS411 for Pro-
gram Information.

Weather: Leaders/Advisors should pay attention to the weather forecasts so that they can be better pre-
pared for their camp stay. Be aware that the temperature at night, in the woods or near the water may be
much cooler then “back home” and weather is often unpredictable. It is recommended that a battery oper-
ated radio or a weather radio be taken so that leaders can keep abreast of changing weather conditions. The
Camp Ranger will also monitor weather conditions and will contact you in the unlikely event that a camp has to
be closed.

Arrival and Departure: Sites are available starting at 4:00 pm on the first day of your
registration. On your last day, the site may be occupied until noon, unless other arrangements are made in
advance.

Site amenities: Consult the grid for each camp to determine site amenities. The word “electricity” means
that lights and at least one electrical outlet are available. Camp electricity usually cannot stand up to the de-
mands of all the electrical equipment we have at home. Please conserve electricity.

Cellular Phones: Cellular service at our camps depends upon individual carriers and should not be counted
upon.

Smoking: Smokingis only permitted at fire circles and at unit kitchen shelters. Adults may not smoke in the
presence of girls. All cigarettes must be extinguished and butts are to be disposed of responsibly. No smoking
is permitted while walking around camp or in any buildings, cabins or tents.



Drugs, Alcoholic Beverages and Firearms: The use or possession of alcoholic beverages or illegal drugs
or drug paraphernalia is prohibited on all Girl Scout properties.

Pets: Pets are not permitted on camp properties, with the exception of Seeing Eye and other service ani-
mals.

Cars and Traffic: Thereis limited parking space at our camps, please limit the number of vehicles you
bring with you. Only one car may be parked at the campsite (except as noted in your confirmation packet).
The remaining cars must be parked in the parking lot. Speed limitis 10 mph! Please drive safely as children
are likely to be present and road conditions vary.

RESERVING ASITE
(For non-girl scout groups, please contact the
program registrar for fee and reservation
information)

Toreserve a site, fill out the appropriate form for troop/group camping or other Girl Scout events in-
cluding meeting use (07-118) or for an encampment (07-290). Reservation forms and current site fees
information (07-172) can be obtained from the Volunteer Resource Center (VRC). Forms are also
available on the GSCM web site (GSCM.org). For additional information on availability, contact the Pro-
gram Registrar (410) 358-9711 ext.238.

For both site reservation forms, pay attention to the application dates. They are a minimum of 3
months before the desired camp date! Applications must be postmarked on or after the application
date and may not be hand delivered. Applications are processed in the order in which they are re-
ceived with priority given to those who have not camped on council-owned sites the previous year. Girl
Scouts of Central Maryland reserves the right, with notification to troops, to change units or match you
up with another troop so as to best accommodate the greatest number of girls. Incomplete applica-
tions will hold up the process.

NOTE: Applications cannot be processed without the name of the adult who holds camping cer-
tification (Has taken “Lets Go Camping” or its equivalent) and the name of the certified first
aider.

APPLICATION DATES FOR CAMPING FROM POSTMARKED
ON ORAFTER
TROOPS/GROUPS SEPT1-DEC31 MAY 1
JAN1-APR30 SEPT1
MAY 1-AUG 31 JAN2
ENCAMPMENTS SEPT1-OCT 31 APR10
APR1-APR30 AUG10
MAY 1-AUG 31 DEC10




Select a camp, unit and date(s). Consider the size of your group as well as the purpose and types of activities
you are planning for. Listing a backup date and site will increase your chances of getting a reservation. If you



