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Two Girl Scout Gold Awardees Receive Prudential Spirit of Community Awards

Baltimore – Two local Girl Scouts have been recognized by the Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, a nationwide program that honors young people for outstanding community service. Caitlin Myers, of Crofton Maryland, will receive a state-level Certificate of Excellence for her volunteer efforts.  Christina Antonini of Edgewater, named one of Maryland’s top two youth volunteers in the 16th annual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, will receive a $1,000 award, an engraved silver medallion and a trip to Washington, D.C. to attend special recognition events in early May. The awards program, conducted by Prudential Financial in partnership with the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP), only recognizes 102 young people nationwide. 
Christina a senior at Severn School in Severna Park spent thousands of hours over the past six years helping to lead her Girl Scout troop in designing, financing and building a resale shop and job training center at a residential rehabilitation facility for low-income women and their children as part of her Girl Scout Gold Award project. The Gold Award, the highest award in Girl Scouting, is given to girls who meet rigid national standards to develop and implement a sustainable project in their community.  

After learning that the Chrysalis House, needed a storage shed to store excess donations, Christina and her troop met with an architect to draw up plans, and made design changes until the shed grew into a two-story, 1,700
-more-

square-foot building that would house a “Butterfly Boutique.” After a general contractor agreed to donate his time to the project, Christina made presentations to building suppliers and manufacturers, asking for donations of supplies and/or labor. “I really felt sympathy for the women because they were fighting to keep their families together,” said Christina. “They were trying to make a fresh start and I really wanted to help them.”  Open since last October, the Butterfly Boutique sells clothing, household items, books, art, jewelry and other items to provide revenue for the Chrysalis House.  Residents, who work in the boutique, learn new job skills.
“We are extremely proud of the community service efforts of these two central Maryland Girl Scouts," said Traci A. Barnett, CEO of Girl Scouts of Central Maryland.  “Because of the great commitment many of our girls have to community service, we submitted applications for several girls to the awards committee.  We are very pleased to have two of our girls’ projects recognized.”  

For more information about Girl Scouts of Central Maryland and the Girl Scout Gold Award, visit www.gscm.org. For information on all of this year’s Prudential Spirit of Community State Honorees and Distinguished Finalists, visit spirit.prudential.com or www.nassp.org/spirit.
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